
28-5-2(D).  V egeta ted b uffer. A vegeta ted b uffer of 40’ in width is required
within the setb a ck a rea  a nd out of a nd b ehind a ny V DO T or priva te roa d
right of wa y. The b uffer sha ll b e a round the entire project a rea , not
necessa rily the interna l pa rcel b ounda ries, if the project involves m ore
tha n one pa rcel or owner. This b uffer sha ll consist of na tive pla nts to the
m a xim um  extent pra ctica l a nd fea ture specim ens not listed on the
Depa rtm ent of Conserva tion a nd Recrea tion Inva sive Pla nt List. The
pla nting schedule sha ll include a t lea st four rows of m edium  to la rge
evergreen shrub s (ex: m yrica  cerifera  (m orella  cerifera )) spa ced no further
tha n three feet a pa rt in the row. The rows should b e no m ore tha n 10’
a pa rt a nd no closer tha n 8 feet. Evergreen trees (ex: juniperus virginia na )
sha ll b e included in this pla nting a rea  a nd spa ced 10’ a pa rt within ea ch
pla nting row. The specim ens spa ced within the pla nting rows or line sha ll
b e sta ggered from  the a dja cent rows in order to enha nce the visua l
screening effect. The trees m ust b e a  m inim um  of 4 feet ta ll a t pla nting
a nd rea ch a  height of 10 feet within 2 yea rs. Shrub s sha ll b e a t lea st 12”
ta ll a t pla nting. Existing vegeta tion, or forest a rea , which m eets or exceeds
the b uffer requirem ents, m a y b e a ccepted in lieu of pla nting upon the
written consent of the Zoning Adm inistra tor a nd sha ll b e pa rt of the
Specia l Exception a pplica tion for Boa rd of Supervisors a pprova l or
m odifica tion.
In a rea s where the nea rest off project site or non-lea sed a rea , dwelling, or
occupied structure is 1,000’ linea r feet a wa y or grea ter, the a pplica nt m a y
sub m it a  pla n for na tura l b uffer esta b lishm ent. This pla n would involve the
cessa tion of m owing on a  sta b ilized surfa ce tha t results in na tura l
recruitm ent of shrub s a nd trees within this un-m owed a rea . The a rea  sha ll
b e m a rked b y sta king a nd or signa ge a nd b e a t lea st 40’ in width or
grea ter, including curve a nd turn a rea s. The a nnua l inspection
requirem ent sha ll a pply a nd require the na tura lly recruited vegeta tion to
rea ch a  height of 10’ within 24 m onths or two sea sons, whichever is
grea ter. This na tura lly recruited woody vegeta tion should not b e thinned to
less tha n 20” DBH every 100’ squa re feet a nd ground covers a nd shrub s
should not b e discoura ged.
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